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spheres which await us beyond the tomh, we must suffer,
We suffer, in the body, from physical pain, and in the soul,
from the anguish with which we contemplate our approaching
destiny, wrapped, as it is, in the most appalling darkness.

But here a difficulty presents itself. Do all men, without
distinction, pass into the condition of the superhuman being ?
An infinite range of qualities and of moral perversion is an
attribute of humanity. To it belong good and evil, the
honest man and. the criminal. Let us inhabit whatsoever
spot of earth we may, let the culture of our minds be what
it may, whether we be savages or civilized men, learned
or ignorant, whether we contemplate contemporary genera-
tions or those of far distant times, there exists one universal
morality, one law of absolute equity. Everywhere, in all
times, it has been a bad action to kill one's neighbour, to take
another's goods, to ill-treat one's children, to be ungrateful to
parents, to live on bad terms with one's wife, to conspire
against the liberty of others, to lie, and to commit suicide.
From one end of the earth to the other, these actions have
been esteemed evil

There exists, therefore, in the sphere of nature, and in the
absolute meaning of the words, good souls and perverse souls.
Must we believe that both the good and the wicked are
called, without distinction, to undergo the change of nature
which elevates us to the condition of superhuman beings]
Are both classes admitted, upon the same footing, to the feli-
city of the new life, which is reserved for us beyond the
tomb1? Our conscience, that exquisitely accurate sentiment